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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT LEONE CALLS MEETING ON VIOLENCE 

1 . SUMMARY. PRESIDENT LEONE HAS CONVENED PM ANDREOTTI 
AND SEVERAL MINISTERS JAN. 13 TO DISCUSS THE PUBLIC 
ORDER SITUATION. THIS MEETING IS PREPARATORY TO THE 
COMING PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON THE SAME SUBJECT. LEONE S 
INITIATIVE MAY BE INTENDED TO ASSIST ANDREOTTI BY 
DEFUSING THE ISSUE. EVEN THOUGH ATTENTION REMAINS FIXED 
ON PUBLIC ORDER SITUATION, THE TREND OF VIOLENCE MAY 

BE SUBSIDING. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE RECENT MASS ESCAPE OF 13 INMATES FROMTHE JAIL 
AT TREVISO AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE INTERIOR OF 

THE CONGRESS HALL IN ROME-EUR BY BOMB EXPLOSIONS ON THE EVE 
OF THE MSI CONGRESS HAVE KEPT ATTENTION FOCUSED ON THE DETER 
IORATION OF PUBLIC ORDER. PUBLICITY IN THE WAKE OF THE PRISON 
ESCAPE BROUGHT TO LIGHT THE FACT THAT 359 PERSONS 
ESCAPED FROM ITALIAN PRISONS DURING 1976. NEWSPAPERS 
HAVE REPORTED ON WHAT APPEARS TO BE LITTLE SHORT OF 
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ANARCHY WITHIN ITALIAN PRISONS. 

3. THERE HAVE BEEN CALLS FROM ALL QUARTERS FOR NEW 
MEASURES AIMED AT IMPROVING THE PRESENT PENAL SYSTEM. 
SUGGESTIONS RANGE FROM PROVISION FOR MORE RAPID 
JUSTICE IN ORDER TO DIMINISH THE NEMBER OF UNSENTENCED 
PRISONERS TO PROPOSALS THAT THE ARMY TAKE OVER THE 
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JOB OF PATROLLING THE PERIMETERS OF THE PRISONS. 

FACED WITH THIS OUTCRY, AND WITH THE JANUARY 24 CHAMBER 
OF DEPUTIES DEBATE ON PUBLIC ORDER VERY MUCH IN MIND, 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC LEONE TOOK THE UNUSUAL 
STEP OF CALLING A MEETING ON JANUARY 13 AT THE 
QUIRINALE WITH PM ANDREOTTI, INTERIOR MINISTER COSSIGA, 
JUSTICE MINISTER BONIFACIO, DEFENSE MINISTER LATTANZIO 
AND TREASURY MINISTER STAMMATI. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH IT IS UNUSUAL FOR THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC TO CONVENE AND CHAIR A 
MEETING SUCH AS TODAY S, LEONE HAS CONSISTENTLY 
EXHIBITED A SPECIAL CONCERN FOR PUBLIC ORDER. THIS 
STEMS IN PART FROM HIS CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE AS 
CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES AND PRESIDENT OF THE 
SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATES, BUT ALSO REFLECTS 
HIS PERSONAL CONCEPTION OF HIS ROLE. (LEONE S CALL WAS 
UNDOUBTEDLY DISCUSSED IN ADVANCE WITH PM ANDREOTTI.) 

BY TAKING THE INITIATIVE, LEONE PRESERVED FOR ANDREOTTI 
A CERTAIN FREEDOM OF MANEUVER WHICH MAY PROVE PRECIOUS 
IN THE DAYS TO COME. AS IN THE CASE OF DC GROUPD 
LEADER PICCOLI'S PROPOSAL THAT THE "COLLEGIAL" MEETINGS 
DEMANDED BY THE ABSTAINING PARTIES TAKE PLACE IN 
PARLIAMENT (SEE ROME 349), AGAIN IN THIS CASE WE 
SEE DC DESIRE TO "TAKE THE HEAT OFF" ANDREOTTI 
DEMONSTRATED CONCRETELY. INTERRESTINGLY ENOUGH, THE 
EMBASSY'S STATISTICS ON POLITICALLY RELATED VIOLENT 
ACTS (SEE 76 ROME 19850 AND 20489) SHOW THAT THE 
TREND OF VIOLENCE PEAKED IN DECEMBER AND IS DECLINING. 
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THE 62 INSTANCES OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN THE FIRST 
HALF OF DECEMBER WERE FOLLOWED BY 57 DURING THE 
SECOND HALF AND BY ONLY 23 INSTANCES DURING THE 
FIRST TWELVE DAYS OF JANUARY. TIME WILL TELL 
WHETHER THE INCREASE IN VIOLENCE MERELY PAUSED 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS OR WILL CONTINUE. VOLPE 
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